Throughout Europe, the call for an end to drug prohibition is growing stronger. Large amounts of public funds are being spent to the enforce-
ment of a law that sumenders the control over the drugs market to organized crime and forces some users into lifestyles that are harmful for
themselves and others. All scientific evidence is pointing af the same conclusion: the ‘war on drugs” has failed, it is time for a peaceful
alternative.

For several years now, important changes have taken place in the global drug debate. The authorities of five US states and the government
of Uruguay have replaced prohibifion of cannabis by legal regulation. In Europe, more and more regional and local governments are experi-
menting with policies that decriminalize drug use and infend to reduce the harm related to it. Still, real progress will have fo be made in
national parliaments, where laws have to be modified.

The drug debate has many stakeholders. Not all of them are equally represented. Huge financial inferests (for instance of pharmaceutical
and agroindustrial companies) hide behind organisations who claim to represent ‘Civil Society’. Meanwhile, the voice of consumers or small
producers is mostly ignored, as they are marginalized, as usual. As a consequence, the outcome of this debate remains unsure. Will the drugs
market become a playground for multinational corporations? Will the state impose its monopoly? Will consumers, small scale producers and
distributors have anything to say in this debate?

Since 1993, Encod has played a crucial role in efforts to convince politicians and authorities of the need to end drug prohibifion. Now that
those efforts are slowly starting to bear fruits, it is time to address the cifizens themselves. The more people know about drugs, the less they
will be manipulated. The best regulation of the drugs market will be obtained if cifizens are both allowed and able to make well informed
decisions on their life. This paper explains how we try to build a losting peace on drugs.

PLAN T0 DO

In 2016, the United Nations will hold a Special Session of the General Assembly in New York to discuss altematives fo current drug policies.
This UNGASS is expected to mark the end of a uniform drug policy in the world. Several countries have started to challenge the current
consensus on drug prohibition and will continug to do so. Encod will actively encourage this tendency by sending a brigade of “drug peace
activists” to New York and follow up with events in Europe. The goalis to ensure that the inferests of affected and concerned citizens are faken
into account in the design of new drug policies.

GROW YOUR FREEDOM

Encod wishes to develop a just and effective approach to drugs based on the empowerment of affected citizens. Therefore we support the
initiatives of citizens who —within the legal margins of their country - organize the production and distribution of plants to satisfy their
personal needs, through a closed circuit and o non-profit basis. We promote networking among acivists in Europe and elsewhere o ensure
these inifiatives count with the best available political and legal defense.
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